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MINUTES from March 22, 2004

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Bettye Fahrenkapm Room

State Capitol

HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING:  Open Session

1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER:  Chair Conner Thomas called the meeting to order at 10:20 a.m.  Members present:  Representative Norman Rokeberg, Representative Mary Kapsner, Skip Cook, Herman Walker Jr., Marianne Stillner and Ann Rabinowitz.  Staff present:  Joyce Anderson.


2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  Staff read emails received in the Ethics Office concerning a complaint filed that was made public on TV and in the printed media.  Representative Rokeberg questioned reading these emails.  Chair Thomas pointed out these communications were received concerning a specific issue and should be read into the record.
-  Email from Laura Coleman dated March 18, 2004 stating any ethics committee members who are involved in the Representative Kohring complaint should not be on the ethics committee when the complaint is heard.
-  Email from Nina Faust dated March 11, 2004 stating the same concern.
-  Two emails from Myrl Thompson dated March 15 stating the same concern.
-  Email from Shelly Latham dated March 16, 2004 stating the same concern.
-  Comments from Roberta Highland via teleconference.  She indicated she sent a fax.  (Note:  staff reported no fax was received.)  She voiced her concern about members of the ethics committee hearing a complaint in which they were either witness to or directly involved in.  
-  Comments from Myrl Thompson who was in attendance at the meeting.  He reiterated his comments from the two emails previously read.
-  Comments from Michelle Church via teleconference.  Questions about the complaint process.  Staff went over the process the subcommittee will follow.  She then stated the same concern as previous speakers.


3. Motion to go into EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Representative Rokeberg made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss matters, which by law must remain confidential.  No objections.  The room was secured.


4. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Member Cook made a motion to go back into Public Session.  No objections.


5. PUBLIC SESSION:  Member Walker made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:07 p.m., as there was no action pending before the Open Session.  Meeting adjourned.

