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Changed Timeframe: Summaries of complaint decisions and
advisory opinions now published on an annual basis. AS 24.60.150
•

New: If the filing of a late disclosure was willful, the fine of
$100 for each day the disclosure was late up to a maximum of
$2,500 may be imposed. AS 24.60.260
•

Permitted: Gifts unconnected to legislative status and from a
member of the legislator’s or legislative employee’s immediate family, including a lobbyist who is an immediate family member, are
permitted. AS 24.60.080
•

“Immediate

Family Member” is defined as spouse or domestic partner of the person;

or a parent, child, including a stepchild and an adoptive child, and sibling of the person if the parent, child, sibling resides with the person, is financially dependent on the
person, or shares a substantial financial interest with the person.
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When door knocking or attending state or local fairs, legislative business cards and
other items such as magnets, pens, etc. containing legislative contact information
may not be distributed. AS 24.60.030(a)(5) and (b), Advisory Opinion 07-07
•

A campaigning legislator may give the above mentioned items for a
legislative purpose. For example: The constituent has a legislative concern that requires follow up.

•

Absent facts clearly demonstrating the item was given for a legislative
purpose, and not a political campaign purpose, the Ethics Committee
might find a violation.

Legislative contact information may not be placed on campaign material, includ-

The purpose of
ethics laws, first
and foremost,
lies in promoting
both the reality
and perceptions
of integrity in
government.

ing the State Voter Pamphlet. Advisory Opinion 07-07

Call the Ethics Committee office at 269-0150 if you need further clarification.
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Sending Newsletters to Constituents
Many offices have called asking
what is the cut off date for mailing or emailing a legislative
newsletter prior to an election.

email is sent, the greater the
appearance the newsletter
could be considered a political
campaign mailing.

FYI: Many legislators
sent newsletters the
week of August 11th.

The Legislative Ethics Act does
not stipulate a date. However,
the closer to Election Day a
legislative newsletter mailing or

We recommend no later than
one month prior to an election
BUT that is a personal decision
each legislator must make.

to your newsletter email list.
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Please add the Ethics Office
We currently receive many
legislative e-newsletters.
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